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SIR WILFRID. But he never received any money from her?
JANET. That may not have been for want of trying,
SIR WILFRID. Returning to the night of October the

fourteenth, you say you heard the prisoner and Miss
French talking together. What did you hear them say?

JANET. I didn’t hear what they actually said.

SIR WILFRID. You mean you only heard the voices - the
murmur of voices?

JANET. They were laughing.

SIR WILFRID. You heard a man’s voice and a woman’s and
they were laughing, Is that right?

JANET. Aye.

SIR WILFRID. I suggest that is exactly what you did hear.
A man’s voice and a woman’s voice laughing. You didn’t

hear what was said. What makes you say that the man’s
voice was Leonard Voles?

JANET. I know his voice well enough.
SIR WILFRID. The door was closed, was it not?
JANET. Aye. It was closed.

SIR WILFRID. You heard a murmur of voices through a closed
door and you swear that one of the voices was that of

Leonard Vole. I suggest that that is mere prejudice on
your part.

JANET. It was Leonard Vole.
SIR WILFRID. As I understand it you passed the door twice,

once going to your room, and once going out?
JANET. That is so.

SIR WILFRID. You were no doubt in a hurry to get your
pattern and return to your friend?

JANET. I was in no particular hurry. I had the whole evening,

SIR WILFRID. What I am suggesting is that on both occasions
you walked quickly past that door.

JANET. I was there long enough to hear what I heard.

SIR WILFRID. Come, Miss MacKenzie, I'm sure you don't
wish to suggest to the jury that you were eavesdropping.



62 WITNESS FOR THE PROSECUTION

JANET. I was doing no such thing. I've better things to do
with my time.

SIR WILFRID. Exactly. You are registered, of course, under
the National Health Insurance?

JANET. That’s so. Four and sixpence I have to pay out every
week. It’s a terrible lot of money for a working woman
to pay.

SIR WILFRID. Yes, yes, many people feel that. I think, Miss

MacKenzie, that you recently applied for a national
hearing apparatus?

JANET. Six months ago I applied for it and not got it yet.
SIR WILFRID. So your hearing isn’t very good, is that right?
(SIR WILFRID lowers his voice.)

When I say to you, Miss MacKenzie, that you could not

possibly recognise a voice through a closed door, what
do you answer?

(There is a pause.)
Can you tell me what I said?
JANET. I can no’ hear anyone if they mumble.

SIR WILFRID. In fact you didn’t hear what I said, although I
am only a few feet from you in an open court. Yet you
say that behind a closed door with two people talking
in an ordinary conversational tone, you definitely
recognised the voice of Leonard Vole as you swept past
that door on two occasions.

JANET. It was him, I tell you. It was him.

SIR WILFRID, What you mean is you want it to be him. You
have a preconceived notion.

JANET. Who else could it have been?

SIR WILFRID. Exactly. Who else could it have been? That
was the way your mind worked. Now tell me, Miss
MacKenzie, was Miss French sometimes lonely all by
herself in the evening?

JANET. No, she was not lonely. She had books from the
library.

SIR WILFRID. She listened to the wireless, perhaps?



